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Good morning and thank you for having invited me to the International Summit of National 

Committees for UN WOMEN. 

I wish first of all to extend my personal welcome and the welcome of Rome to UN 

WOMEN and to all of you, ladies who represent it in the world.  

I thank you, as a man and as the mayor of Italy’s capital city, for the energy with which, on 

a daily basis, you are engaged in action alongside Governments, institutions and civil 

society. 

For the way you help other women to challenge conventions and cultural hangovers, to 

reshape their life journeys after they have suffered the outrage of violence, so that in 

every corner of our planet, a woman can stand up and make her voice heard in the 

respect of her own dignity.  

So that the echo of that voice may spread out from the local level to the regional and the 

international levels.  

And so that the presence of women can be intensified in every strategic and decision-

making process starting from the process of peace-building. 

The United Nations and all the bodies engaged in promoting and protecting women’s 

rights have made considerable headway in those endeavours in recent decades.  

But we know that this is not enough.  
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It is not enough to sign major international agreements if our days are still marked by a 

tragic succession of events which in Italy as in the rest of the world dramatically see 

women as victims, with the violence and the discrimination they are forced to undergo.  

In every field and by many different hands. 

Gender inequalities are rooted in all societies.  

They are not an issue to be considered as an emergency: they are a historical and 

cultural element which needs to be overcome and erased.  

The General Assembly of the UN on 2 July 2010 unanimously decided to give life to a 

new, unique and strong entity: UN WOMEN. 

A significant decision. 

A decision which allows us to gauge how necessary and urgent it is to turn our attention to 

gender equality and women’s empowerment.  

And which tells us that urgent and rapid action in this field can no longer be postponed, o 

that  it may be possible one day to assess progress in the field of women’s rights.  

This progress, however, needs to have visible and tangible results.  

There is no more time to lose.  

The current scenario is terrifying. It is a scenario of pain and suffering. 

If we look at the data in the Eures-Ansa report for Italy we see that every twelve seconds 

a woman is the victim of physical, verbal or psychological violence. Last year, over 150 

thousand gender offences were recorded, which is equal to 290 a day. 

In this situation, civil society, together with women’s movements, voluntary organisations 

and all those who in various ways are engaged in defending women, has shown itself to 
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be extremely active and often far ahead of the outdated attitudes and at times the deaf 

ears of politics.  

Allow me at this point to recall a recent event which left a deep impression on me.  

It was 9 October 2012. 

The Taliban shot Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani teenager, in the head while she was on a 

bus bringing her home from school. 

The Taliban wanted to punish Malala, because this fifteen-year old girl was working to 

defend young girls’ rights to education in Pakistan.  

Luckily Malala survived, despite the serious wounds she received. 

And today her commitment to protect rights is even stronger than before.  

Why am I mentioning Malala? 

For two reasons. 

The first is symbolic. Through Malala I wish to pay tribute on behalf of Rome to all those 

women who,worldwide, have suffered and continue to suffer violence of all kinds, at times 

losing their lives.  

The second reason is because I believe that the case of this very young and strong 

Pakistani woman is emblematic with regard to cultural outlook.  

On the day the United Nations dedicated to her on 12 July this year, on her sixteenth 

birthday, Malala said that education and knowledge were the only true weapons against 

violence and backwardness. 

This was her goal before the Taliban shot her in the head. 
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“Those who shot me – Malala said – are afraid of books and pens, because they are 

instruments of progress. And they are afraid of women. Therefore let us pick up our books 

and pens, because they are our most powerful weapons”.  

This very young Pakistani activist sees the salvation of the world in books and pens.  

In one word, she sees the salvation of the world in culture. 

This is why I decided to recall Malala’s words.  

Because it is on culture and education that the action of Governments, institutions, 

schools and families should focus. 

The respect for and the dignity of persons, the awareness that a woman cannot be 

subjected to physical or psychological abuse, is something which needs to be established  

through legal provisions of course, but mainly through deeply-rooted cultural education.  

Which needs to be broad and omni-directional. 

Anything we do without culture is an illusion.  

Starting from a culture of gender equality. A culture which needs to be continually 

nourished in order to become embedded in the spirit and the conscience of every person 

from the very young age. 

Starting with verbal culture; at home, among friends, in news coverage and, today, also 

on the web, a place where women are targeted by threats with often irreparable 

consequences. 

Also starting from an urgent and necessary cultural revolution among men, to foster with 

every possible initiative.  
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The issue, as I was saying, should not be considered as an emergency, but as a deep-

rooted cultural question.  

On account of this, it is necessary to carry out structural reforms to overcome social and 

economic discrimination as well as discrimination in employment, in order to move 

towards true equality for women. The issue of violence is also a matter of welfare. 

The legal framework however is not enough on its own.  

We, representatives of public institutions, must work on a daily basis on prevention, with 

long-term projects aimed at strengthening the network of anti-violence centres for women, 

and launching measures to ensure greater safety and protection of the victims.  

A year ago, in a large hospital here in Rome, I saw a woman lying on a stretcher with her 

hands clutched over her abdomen as she was taken into the CT room. 

Being a surgeon, I asked what was wrong with her and I was told that she had been 

beaten up by her partner at home, and that it was not the first time it had happened, but 

this time they suspected that he had fractured her spleen.  

I immediately asked where she would go if her spleen wasn’t ruptured.  

I was told “home”, because there was no place available to give her protection. 

These are answers which I hope we won’t hear any more because we will have found the 

right solutions. 

In Rome a political and civil decision has been taken to give comprehensive solutions 

instead of discontinuous interventions.  

Rome coordinates 4 anti-violence centres which since 1997 have taken care of more than 

nine thousand Italian and foreign women, many of whom with children. We also have four 
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shelters for women who have been victims of human trafficking, including the International 

House of Women’s Human Rights.  

We further plan to promote women’s health, facilitate micro-finance and help women in 

extremely precarious social situations to find a job.  

We contact students, teachers, families and practitioners who in various ways may come 

in contact with women who are victims of violence and call on all the citizens to focus their 

attention on diversity and inclusion. 

But our commitment needs to be greatly expanded.  

We are working on a Local Plan against gender violence, in line with European and 

International guidelines and projects to prevent discrimination and violence against 

women and children.  

Through our Department for Equal Opportunities, we intend to strengthen the commitment 

of the Administration by adopting gender policies as a “constituent and key element for 

the development” of the city. 

We intend to maintain constant dialogue and involvement with those who in various ways 

deal with gender issues in our city (adopting a bottom-up approach). 

We intend to adopt an Integrated Plan, which will also involve the fifteen City boroughs in 

order to avoid piecemeal action and ensure that a gender perspective and diversity 

inclusion be part of the local policies.  

From a practical point of view, this means that future activities concerning equal 

opportunities will be effectively coordinated. We expect thus that economic and social 
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policies will no longer be “neutral” but respond to the needs of citizens taking into account 

their respective needs.  

The current city government clearly showcases the equal opportunity policy we wish to 

enact: half of the members, for the first time in the history of our city, are women.  

This is a strong starting signal to the city, which we intend to replicate whenever possible.  

Rome is also focusing on the promotion of equal opportunities for women in work, the 

support of women’s entrepreneurship (for example in co-working, start-ups, micro-credit 

and mentoring) and the reconciliation of work and individual life.  

Because women not having economic independence cannot decide on their lives 

independently, and are more exposed to the risks of abuse, bullying and violence. 

I am aware of the importance of comparing and exchanging ideas and best practices with 

other institutions which have long been active at the national, European and international 

levels in preventing and combating discrimination and violence against women and 

promoting gender equality.  

For this reason, Rome pledges to establish and cultivate significant forms of cooperation 

both within and beyond our national borders. 

Rome’ s policies are in compliance with the line the Italian Government is adopting on the 

implementation of the Istanbul Convention, which for the first time considers violence 

against women as a violation of human rights. Italy was one of the first countries of the 

European Union to ratify the Convention on 19 June this year.  

This is the vision of Rome, based on UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon ‘s words: “Where 

women are more educated and empowered, economies are more productive and strong. 

Where women are fully represented, societies are more peaceful and stable”. 
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Thank you for your attention. 


